[Comparative study of neonatal bacterial meningitis in Lomé, Bobo-Dioulasso, Casablanca and Lyon].
Bacterial meningitis in new-borns remains a serious event because of its high mortality and morbidity rates in Africa. To identify the clinical and bacteriological epidemiology and the outcome of neonatal bacterial meningitis in three African cities. We have analysed and compared three hospital studies done in humid tropical, Sahelian, and desert Africa with a European study. Compared with the European study this African study is characterized by a high mean frequency of neonatal meningitis (6 cases per year against 1.4), more important risk factors linked to pregnancy and childbirth (50% against 33%), high rates of death (61 to 68% against 5%) and sequelae (25 to 40% against 30%), rarity of Streptococcus agalactiae (7 to 15% against 38%) and absence of Listeria. Enterobacteriaceae were predominant both in African (50 to 68%) and European (43%) studies. E. coli appeared as the most frequent germ in both European and African studies and Salmonella as more frequent in Sub-Saharan Africa than in occidental countries. The epidemiological, bacteriological and evolutional aspects of the neonatal meningitis were identical in the three African cities. The African studies were different from the European only by their high incidence, the rarity of S. agalactiae and Listeria and the difficulties of bacterial diagnosis and management, all might explain the high rates of death and sequelae. An epidemiological survey and adequate antimicrobial therapy according to antibiotic susceptibility may improve the outcome.